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The May 28, 2013 Lion’s Magazine front page features Lion Mark Mansell. Lion Mark is the Lion that rode his bicycle from coast to coast last year for Leader
Dog School for the Blind. Many Lions got a chance to meet him personally. This
year he and his wife Lion Debbie are riding their motorcycles approximately
10,000 miles touching 48 States in 24 days for Leader
Dog School for the Blind. Lions Mark and Debbie will ride through Minnesota
on June 21, 2013. They will leave Barnesville at 6:30 A.M. on June 21, stop in
Bluffton for coffee and meet friends and off to Little Falls. They will be on radio
station KLTF 960 a.m. from 10:00 to 11:00 and then to a City event “Heritage
Days” for pictures and Leader Dog promotions until 11:30. They will leave for
Spring Lake Park for a picnic and off to Wisconsin. Any Lions interested in riding with Lions Mark and Debbie please call me 320-632-8373 or 6301737.Escorting them would be a Minnesota Nice gesture. The distance you ride
with Lions Mark and Debbie is your choice.
Lions Mark and Debbie again are promoting the sale of their pin @$20.00 per
Inside this issue:
pin and all money goes to Leader Dog School for the Blind. Lions Mark and
Debbie are furnishing ALL the pins and expenses on their own. Let’s show Lion Motor Cycling for Leader
Mark and Lion Debbie a real Lions Minnesota welcome. Lion Bunny
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District Governor Dave Thompson
Greetings fellow Lions.
It is difficult to believe that this is the last article I will be writing as the District Governor, the time has just flown by. Mary and I would like to say thank you again to all
of the members of the Lions, Lioness, and Leo clubs that we have visited this past
year. We want to thank you for both the heartwarming reception we received, and also for the many gifts and donations made to the various organizations. I had been told
prior to running for District Governor that it would be one of the most memorable
years of my life, and I feel that was an understatement. I cannot find the words to
begin to express my personal feeling in regards to all of the clubs and the great accomplishments they achieved this past year. The numerous achievements this past
Lions year were not only at the club level, but also with the community and the entire
Lions organization. What a bountiful year within 5M8 Lionism. Mary and I are going to miss the many
smiling faces, the hugs, and the excitement of watching Lions be rewarded for meeting and exceeding the
many challenges put before them.
I would also like to thank all of my cabinet members for the great job they have done this year, and all the
challenges they have encountered and attained. Without them and the club officers and members, we
would not have achieved what we have this year. I have a good feeling about the possibility that we may
hit a positive in membership for the 2012-2013 Lions year. As of the time I am writing this, we are only
down 12 members. So far this year we have added 183 new members and lost 195. These numbers may
look bad, but they reflect a trend that we have seen in Lions clubs over the last few years, and we are hopefully going to get the issues resolved and turn it around, so we can gain in membership annually.
So in closing I have been honored to serve you this past year as District Governor, and I look forward to
continue to serve in the Lions organization well into the future. Again, THANK ALL OF YOU, for the
great job you have done and for the great job you will continue to do in the future. I would also ask that
you show our New District Governor, Donna Mae Landwehr and her cabinet the same respect and support
you have shown me the past year. Best wishes for the future, and we will be looking forward to seeing
each and every one of you in the near future, and just a reminder to keep up the spirited enthusiasm in Lionism well into the future.
Your District Governor Team, DG Dave and Mary Thompson.

~District 5M8 Membership Update~
Number of Members: July 31, 2012 3,028
Members Added:
Members Dropped:
Net Loss/Gain: Total Members to date:
Number of Clubs in the District: 76

Thank you to All District 5M8 Lions and Leos

Have YOU Asked Someone to
be a Lion Today?

cial, and we appreciate your dedication and ser-

Officer Training
who took part in this year's Officer Training Sessions. We hope you found the training benefivice to Lions.
Have a great Lions and Leo year.
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"It ain't over, till it's over."
Yogi Berra, former New York Yankees manager
Dear Lions,
Throughout the year I've drawn analogies to sports in my speeches and messages. Consider this – many baseball games are
won with 2 outs in the 9th inning, there have been a number of World Cup soccer matches decided in extra time, and yes –
many auto races are decided during the last lap of the race.
We are quickly approaching the end of the year, our "last lap" of the race. By now you have held all of your pit stops, you
have hopefully done your community needs assessments, participated in the Reading Action Program and Global Service Action Campaigns, attended or soon will attend your district and multiple district conventions, and completed your qualifications
for the Club Excellence Award or District Governor Team Excellence Award. In short, you have completed the necessary
steps that should ensure a successful year.
But if history is an indication, we know that much can happen in the last two months of the year. June is particularly significant with regard to adding new members and new clubs as well as keeping members. Here is the reason:
23% of new clubs are chartered in May/June
18% of total adds occur in May/June
BUT – 30% of drops occur in May/June
The above statistics are an average over the past three years of comparative data. But clearly, the percentages cited paint a
clear picture that the months of May and June are crucial to whether or not we have a strong finish to our year-long race.
With that in mind, and considering the above quote from Yogi Berra, we still have work to do.
Club presidents – have you surveyed your members? Have you engaged your new members? Member satisfaction is allimportant to the overall health of a club. It determines whether a member stays, or a member leaves. The new Membership
Satisfaction Guide is a valuable resource all clubs should consult on a regular basis.
Take another look at the requirements for the Club Excellence Award– specifically the membership requirement. It says, "The
club achieved a net growth in membership (including branch club members when applicable) or sponsored a new club..." Remember – you must achieve all requirements. Have you fulfilled the service requirement? There is still time to engage in a
community project, like the Reading Action Program.
District governors – now is the time to survey the clubs in your district. You should also review the requirements for the District Governor Team Excellence Award.
Your actions, and your success during the months of May and June will determine whether we struggle to the finish line, or
take a victory lap in Hamburg!
Sincerely,
Lion Wayne Madden
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Fellow Lions;
My year is not too far away. We have just completed our Officers Training for the
upcoming year, and I would like to Thank everyone who attended. Also, I would
like to Thank all of the presenters, they did a very good job. A special Thanks to
PDG Frank Leidenfrost, the GLT Coordinator, for all his work putting the Officers
Training together and for PDG Amy Leidenfrost for all her help. So, after Officers
Training, off to the Multiple Convention at Rochester, MN on May 2, 3, 4.2013.
The Convention started off with 14 inches of snow. We were down there on Thursday afternoon at 4:00 PM and checked in and met the other 11 District Governors Elect and went out to eat
and visit. The next day on Friday morning at 7:30 we had a Council Meeting. Then we registered in. At
12:00 PM all the District Governors Elect had lunch with 1st Vice President, Barry Palmer and wife Anne.
He gave a very informal educational talk on what he expected from each one of the District Governors
Elect. He then talked about his goals for the year and what he expected out of us. 1VP Barry would like
the membership in Lions to grow over 1.4 million and us to continue with the Planting of Trees, the (RAP)
Reading Action Program and the (CEP) Club Excellence Program. Also he mention about what will be
happening in Hamburg, Germany. In Germany for the Parade, we are number 42 in back of a Dixieland
Band. All the presenters at the convention were very interesting. The luncheon and banquet went over
very well.
As the year is coming to a close let’s make this year a Plus in membership and not a loss. So let’s get in
the Plus in membership. We need to grow in our Multiple in membership. If we do this, we are only 169
members short to become the 2nd largest Multiple District in the USA. I’m looking forward to working
with 1st Vice District Governor Elect Duane Finger and 2nd Vice District Governor Elect Ted Peterson.

First Vice District Governor Elect Duane Finger
Fellow Lions:
For you that haven’t heard, PDG Amy and PDG Frank Leidenfrost have received
the WCCO Good Neighbor Award for Tuesday May 21, 2013. Well deserved, Amy
and Frank. You have been such enthusiastic leaders to your clubs and our district.
You two are a great inspiration to all the Lions members. Again, Congratulations.
Keep up the good work. To listen to their tribute, go on WCCO’s website, click on
Good Neighbor Icon, go to 5/21/2013 and play.
The Multiple 5M convention was fun. Even the 14” of snow didn’t deter the convention. They were renaming the convention to a Midwinter Convention. I had a chance to meet my fellow 1st District Governors Elect again. We haven’t had much of a chance to get to know one another yet. In our meeting we got
our schedules for the following year. We will meet at numerous times throughout the district, that’s when
our friendship will start to grow. The speakers at the convention were great as always. If you haven’t attended a 5M convention, do so. The opportunity to meet and greet other Lions members is great.
For those who wish to meet a great diversity of Lions members, go to the USA/Canada forum in September at Overland Park, Kansas. Lots of information seminars and great speakers, and I hope to see you
there.
A quote from a fellow Lion. “I come to work and enjoy.”
1st Vice District Governor Elect Duane Finger
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Fellow Lions,
Wow! The first weekend of May I attended the MD5M Convention in Rochester. I had my
first meeting with the other 2nd Vice District Governors, and I posted a picture on page 6.
The convention was good, I enjoyed meeting new Lions and catching up with old friends.
This year I again worked the credential table which is a great place to meet people. We had
quite a hike to the hotel, especially for those at the Kahler Grand Hotel. It was all indoors
using the skyway, but there was one point that had a longer incline. The Multiple endorsed
PCC Mike Molenda to run for International Director, so he can move to the next level. Congratulations Lion Mike!
Training: For those who are a new club officer in July, look at getting training online. LCI has online training called webinars. I have done several webinars in different subjects. They are usually only one hour
long, with instructors from around the world. I have listed the next upcoming webinars for club treasurer
and secretary. Please take advantage of these opportunities to enhance your time as club officer.
Let us all close out this Lion year on a positive note, and invite someone new to your club meeting. N.O.W.
is the time, for there is No Other Way.
Serving with you to meet the needs of our communities,
Lion Ted Peterson
2nd Vice District Governor Elect

***CALLING ALL 2013-2014 CLUB SECRETARIES AND TREASURERS***
Join one of the Club Secretary or Club Treasurer Training webinar sessions for a preview of the new MyLCI web site with demonstrations of functions that you will soon be performing. Expect a review of your responsibilities, insight on how to submit membership and service activity reports, pay
bills and much more. Visit the Leadership Division’s webinar page for session
dates and times, as well as links to register.
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/leadership-development/development-programs/webinars.php

Club Secretary Training Dates
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Club Treasurer Training Dates

Intended Audience:
Current and incoming club secretaries

Intended Audience:
Current and incoming club treasurers

Thursday, May 23, 2013 12:00 pm CDT
Wednesday May 29, 2013 7:00 pm CDT
Friday, May 31, 2013 7:00pm CDT

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 7:00 pm CDT
Tuesday, June 18, 2013 12:00 pm CDT
Friday, June 21, 2013 7:00pm CDT
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What’s Happening Around the District

2013 MD5M Hall of Fame
CC Bruce Beck, PDG Lynn Farley,
Lion Anne and International 1st VP
Barry Palmer and PCC Frank Loken
at the University of Minnesota

International 1st VP Barry Palmer presented
PDG Wayne Oak with Hall of Fame honors;
PID Debra Wasserman presented PDG

Wayne with a lapel pin.

First Time District Governors Elects wear their
“Blue Coats”. Pictures with CCE Dave Dominick
(upper left in White jacket) Seated 1st VP Barry
Palmer & Lion Anne Palmer.

2013-2014 Governor Team
DGE Donna Mae Landwehr, 1st VDGE
Duane Finger, 2nd VDGE Ted Peterson

MD5M Speech Contest Winner
1st VP Barry Palmer presents
Jacob XX winner plaque and
check; on looking Jacob’s dad

International First Vice President Barry Palmer, District Governor Elect Donna Mae Landwehr and PDG Bill Landwehr.
2012-2013 District Governors and spouses pictured
with International First Vice
President Barry Palmer and
Lion Anne Palmer (seated in
center).

2nd Vice District Governor Elects: Front row from left to
right; Lion Stan Nerhaugen 5M1; Lion Marvin Grimm
5M2; Lion Steve Collins 5M3; Lion Bill Moore 5M5; Lion
Gerald Fontaine 5M11. Back row: Lion Jennifer Bierma
5M6; Lion Tom Fiecke 5M7; Lion Ted Peterson 5M8;
Lion Jay Norby 5M9; Lion Bill Michl 5M10.
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1st Vice President of Lions International Barry Palmer, Dr.
Elizabeth Seaquist, University of Minnesota, Lion Kevin
Blank, PCC Bill Bard, Executive Secretary of Minnesota
Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc, Vice Chair PCC Judy Loken,
and DGE Larry Winner met at the MD5M Convention In
Rochester.

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
No one as of May 21st

NEEDED: 5M8 Lions to volunteer at the MN State Fair Lions booth
for the Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation.
WHEN: Friday, August 30, 2013
Shifts begin at 8:45 A.M. end at 9:00 P.M.
If enough Lions volunteer shifts can be shorter than 3 hours
WHERE: Education building on the Fairgrounds
WHY: To meet/greet/inform attendees of the MN LVF
WHAT: All materials provided
WHO: Contact Lion Sandy Sandwick if interested.
ssandwick@scicable.net
320-245-2849

Welcome The New Members of 5M-8
5M8 is so excited to add so many new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communities. Thank you for taking the time out
of your busy schedule to be a part of this hard working service organization. We look forward to working with you,
side by side and strive to make a difference in a community or world wide project to help “a person in need”.
New Lions
Chris Lehn
Bob Lewellyn
Terry Stein Jr
Joe Velazquez
Lloyd Weber
Viola P Austreng
Liz M Ficker
Brenda Hoffmann
Sherri L Schmitz
Bonnie M Brang
Julia C. Dumonceaux
Scott M Dumonceaux
Charles Ossell
Andrew R Dancer
Adam T Orbeck

Sponsor
Larry Ackerson
John DeSantis
Larry Ackerson
Larry Ackerson
Duane Larson
Nancy Jochum
Bev Steil
Bev Steil
Bev Steil
Jeff Brang
Dean Jenson
Dean Jenson
Fred Dierks
Mark Cekalla
Tom Ehresmann

Lions Club
Cold Spring
Cold Spring
Cold Spring
Cold Spring
Cold Spring
Cold Spring Home Pride
Cold Spring Home Pride
Cold Spring Home Pride
Cold Spring Home Pride
Duelm Area
New Lions
Sponsor
Duelm Area
Mike Peltz
Duane Burg
Duelm Area
Rebecca Ellenson Bobbi Harding
Princeton
Gerald Hesse
Royalton
St. Martin

Lions Club
St. Martin
Sandstone Quarry
Watkins

Publishers Corner:
Fellow Lions,
I would like to thank Governor Dave for having me as his newsletter editor this past year. It has
been fun and nerve racking all at the same time. Fun, because I got to meet new Lions and share in
their successes, and nerve racking to make the dateline with good stuff for you, too. Coming back
as newsletter editor will be Lion Donna Orstad. Keep your events and club information coming in
to the newsletter so the editor can include it in the next newsletter. Thank you, the Lions of 5M-8,
we have a great district because of you; continue to serve your communities and Lionism. I will be
moving on to Second Vice District Governor this coming year.

Lion Ted Peterson, 2nd VDGE
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Motorcycling for Leader Dog
Mark Mansell and his wife Debbie will ride 10,000 miles on a motorcycle for Leader Dogs for the Blind.
They will start in Washington State on June 15 and on June 20 will enter Minnesota at Barnesville, to
Bluffton, to Little Falls, to Spring Lake Park and into Wisconsin on June 21. They plan on completing
their trip July 08, 2013. They are looking forward to a visit at KLTF Radio at 10:00 A.M. on the 21st. and
do a short interview for the MC Record while in Little Falls, MN...
Their daughter Jessie designed their new pin. The pins will sell for $20.00 each. Again as they did last
year, the Mansell’s donated every cent to Leader Dogs for the
Blind.
More information will follow. If you want to follow their progress,
they will be on Face Book. More information is available on leaderdog.org
Respectfully submitted by Lion Bunny Tabatt
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5M8 District Governor
Dave Thompson
708 4th Ave S.
Princeton, MN 55371

5M8 Lions Events
District Governor Dave’s Schedule
June 8th

D-Feet hearing Loss Walk at the UM Arboretum

July 4th – 7th

International Convention Hamburg Germany

July 27th

Council of Governors Meeting
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